Part 1
Selections from the collection of
Keith Davignon
Lots 1-83
Special note: Before you enter bids in the sale
allow me to offer three suggestions: 1. open David
Rutherford’s web site, www.busthalfprices.com; 2.
grab your copy of Steve Herrman’s AMBPR; and
3. point your browser to www.sheridanscoins.com
for ready access to photos of all coins in the sale.

1.

1807 Large Stars O.114 R.3 PCGS AU 53.
Untoned with dazzling cartwheel luster. Too
much for the assigned grade: a clear candidate
for “upgrade.” Light friction on the portrait,
only a trace in the virtually unmarked fields.
Decently struck with all die breaks noted by
Overton. The small and large star varieties of
1807 are under intense pressure from registry
set collectors. The winner will have to stretch
for this lovely example. Acquired privately from
your cataloguer in June 1992. Housed in a PCGS holder
that incorrectly attributes the coin as the common “50/20”
variety. Est. $6,500 to $7,500.

3.

1808 O.103 R.1 PCGS AU 53 CAC. Silver
centers surrounded by sparkles of subdued
russet toning. Excellent luster for an earlydate AU 53. The surfaces are fine, displaying
just a few signs of circulation. How often do
you find an AU 1808 on today’s bourse
floors? From J.J. Teaparty, Dec. 1999 as NGC AU 58.
Est. $1,400 to $2,000.

4.

1808 O.110a R.4+ PCGS AU 53 CAC. I
represented Keith at Stack’s sale of David
Queller’s collection in Oct. 2002. This was
lot 83. Keith had a maximum bid of $2,000
and happily prevailed at a modest hammer
price of $1,200! An outright theft. The coin
is richly toned in iridescent shades of
turquoise, rose and amber, an attractive mix.
Of ten die pairs found in 1808 this is the least
common – by a significant margin. The prime
die state, lacking a die break from rim to nose,
remains R.5. Cherry pickers focus on the I-T
relationship: the I in PLURIBUS is far right of
the 2nd T in STATES. No other 1808 has this
feature. From the Queller sale as a raw AU; later
graded by NGC as AU 55; earlier in Stack’s sale of
March 2001, lot 371. Est. $2,500 to $3,500.

2.

1808 O.102a R.2 PCGS AU 58. Frosty and
untoned save for a ring of pale gold through
the date and stars. An assortment of die
breaks, drawn stars and weak reverse dentils
are de rigueur for this die state. A “common”
variety of the year, though no 1808 in AU 58
should be treated as common. Acquired privately

The Buyer’s Premium in this
sale is 10% of the hammer price.
High bids are automatically
reduced to 10% over the
underbid.

from your cataloguer during the 2007 summer ANA
convention in Milwaukee. Est. $2,800 to $3,800.
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scrumptious! Rose centers, encased in a halo
of electric turquoise. Good luster throughout.
The left wing has a bit of weakness but is
decently struck. A great coin for the date,
variety or registry set collector. Purchased in an
NGC AU 58 holder during the June 2012 Baltimore show,
“from an old time collection.” Est. $2,000 to $3,000.

5.

1809 XXX Edge O.101 R.5 PCGS XF 40.
An important coin for die variety collectors.
Only one AU example is confirmed. In his
recent revision of the Overton reference (5th
ed.) Don Parsley found no example to
supplant the Davignon coin as #5 in the
Condition Census. (Don and I agree that the
Overton Plate coin, though graded by NGC as
AU 50, is in fact an XF coin.) It so seldom
appears at auction that the PCGS Price Guide
does not even venture a guess as to the value
of the `09-101 – in any grade! Here is the
description of the coin in Mail Bid Sale No.
16, lot 45, Jan. 21, 1996: Without question the
highest grade example to appear at auction in
the past 10 years, perhaps ever. This is the
only example I’ve handled with significant
luster. Of the 40 or so known examples just a
handful are better than VF. Here is a solid
XF, with sharp dentils, full feathers in the
right wing and crisp talons … John Tidwell
was the winning bidder at $3,509. The coin is
lightly toned with reflective surfaces,
suggesting both prooflike qualities and a
gentle wipe with a jeweler’s cloth. A thin die
break through the bottom of the date is
unmentioned in Overton and confirms the die
state to be the latest known. The reverse die is
in its first use, appearing next on the O.110,
then the O.102 (with the familiar row of
“segments” above the eagle’s head). Acquired

7.

1810 O.108 R.3 PCGS AU 55 CAC.
Reasonably early die state. Untoned with
strong luster and superior eye appeal. Ex
Russ Logan sale, B & M Nov. 2002, lot 2252.
Russ bought the coin during my sale of the
Robinson S. Brown Jr. collection in 1994. He
disliked slabs and liberated the coin from its
NGC AU 58 holder which noted the Brown
provenance. The higher numbered Overton
varieties, O.104 – O.110, are devilishly hard
to find in AU. Most seen are O.101, 102 or
103. This lot comes with the referenced NGC label,
Russ Logan’s personal insert and the B&M
Logan/Steinberg auction tag. Est. $1,700 to $2,700.

privately from your cataloguer at the sale of John
Tidwell’s monumental collection in August 2004.
Est.
$3,000 and up.

8.

1811 Lg. 8 O.103 R.3 PCGS AU 58. A coin
with character, conferred by myriad clash
marks and die lines. The even medium grey
toning bespeaks originality. The surfaces are
free of marks, the strike adequate. Luster rolls
under the toning. The large 8 variety of 1811
is distinctly scarcer than those with small 8’s.
Ex Dick Graham who picked it up in MB 20,
lot 88, Aug. 1997. Acquired privately from your
cataloguer during my January 2013 FUN Show sale of the
Graham Collection. Est. $2,000 to $2,500.

6.

1810 O.101a R.1 PCGS AU 55. Iridescent
toning through the stars; silver and pale gold
across the fields and portrait. The reverse is
2

9.

occasionally (and mistakenly) catalogued as
“bent.”
Walter Breen claims to have
discovered this charismatic variety in
December 1969 while cataloguing a New
Netherlands Coin Co. mail bid sale (lot 817).
Stack’s, however, gave passing mention to an
1812/1 with large 8 in its Oct. 19, 1940 sale of
the A.C. Gies Collection: the unnumbered lot
simply noted, “1812 G.3 over 11, but large 8
in date. Very fine.” Gies was then the oldest
living collector of US coins, He began
collecting in 1867. His collection focused on
half-dollars and he had updated Haseltine’s
Type Table with his own numbering system.
The coin brought $1.20, the same as other
“common” varieties of the year. Acquired from

1811 Lg. 8 O.104a R.1 PCGS AU 55. Gold
and turquoise dominate the obverse. The
reverse is very lightly toned. Swirling obverse
die breaks hallmark this die pair. The luster is
just what we expect from the assigned grade.
Acquired privately from Brian Greer in Dec. 1997. Est.
$1,500 to $2,200.

Heritage’s 2011 FUN sale of Troy Nelson’s (“Allgood”)
Collection, lot 3617. Est. $11,500 to $15,000.

10. 1811 Sm. 8 O.108a R.2 PCGS AU 53.
Deeply toned in shades of rose, blue and
turquoise. The web site photo is an accurate
depiction. Luster churns beneath the toning.
Struck from clashed, heavily worn dies. Nice
surfaces too. Last appearing in MB 20, lot 90, Aug.

12. 1812 O.107 R.1 PCGS AU 55. Lovely amber
toning circles the peripheries. The satiny,
smooth fields and devices retain nearly full
luster. Here is a “high end” AU 55. The left
wing, crowned with its hallmark die lump, is
soft.
The remaining devices are nicely
impressed. Lot 5 in MB 25, June 2000, from the

1997; earlier in Superior’s sale of the Jerry Farrington
Collection, May 1995 as NGC AU 55. Est. $900 to
$1,500.

collection of Don Parsley as NGC AU 58. Est. $1,100 to
$1,450.

The sale closes Wednesday
August 6, 2014 at 6:00 PM
CDT. Mark your calendar
now!

11. 1812/1 Large 8 O.101a R.5- PCGS VF 30
CAC. Glossy grey surfaces with minimal
contact marks, the fields darker than the
central devices. A minor abrasion alongside
the left wing is well hidden by the natural
toning. This is a wholesome example of an
often abused issue. Later die state, with the
distinctive chevron formed by die breaks
through both sets of stars meeting at the date.
In its dotage the dies warped, yielding coins
that rock on a level surface and are

COMING NEXT – CONDITION
CENSUS 1813 O.104
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13. 1813 O.104 R.4 NGC MS 61. A gossamer
blanket of rose toning on the obverse
discouraged PCGS from crossing this
Condition Census rarity. A questionable
decision at best. The reverse is silver-grey
with undisturbed, cakey luster. A bag mark
on the cap and minor ticks below the neck
explain the modest NGC grade. The piece
vies with the Frederick and Meyer specimens
for numbers 2-3-4 in the Condition Census.
Davignon understandably preferred this
example to his PCGS AU 55 offered in my
Jan. 2014 sale (MB #38 lot 16 @ $4,075.)
Students of the series know just how difficult
it is to find a high grade, eye appealing
example of the `13-104. Acquired from Jack

15. 1814 O.106 R.5 PCGS AU 55. A virtual
twin in quality to the preceding O.104a but
with beguiling halos of album toning, obverse
and reverse. Struck from heavily clashed dies.
Cartwheel luster, only lightly subdued, flows
through the fields. Here is the coveted early
die state, exhibiting a short die break from rim
to wing through the R in AMERICA. I find no
record of a finer example being offered in the
past decade or more. A PCGS AU 50
highlighted my Aug. 2012 ANA Sale, MB 36
lot 19, bringing $2,187. Acquired privately in July
2001 from John Foreman. Est. $2,750 to $4,000.

Beymer during the 2002 ANA Convention. Est. $3,750
to $4,750.

16. 1814 O.106a R.4+ PCGS AU 53. Superb
antique auburn toning envelops this prize.
Flecks of iridescence mingle with myriad die
breaks and clash marks. Talk about a coin
with character. This is it! The bisecting
reverse die break is in full flower, underscored
by an arcing crack through the arrow tips,
denomination and olive leaves. The surfaces
are lovely. Enjoy the battle for this trophy
coin. Ex Ed Richter collection via Dick Osburn,

14. 1814 O.104a R.1 PCGS AU 53 (Old Green
Holder). Ex Floyd Farley. Brilliant and
untoned with oodles of luster. Dipped to be
sure but never cleaned. High grade 1814’s are
far less common than their elder sisters from
1811 and 1812. The quality and eye appeal
attending this flashy example is more often
seen in “AU 55” holders. The surfaces are
nice, the strike adequate, with the usual
softness in the talons and left wing. Acquired at

January 2012. Est. $2,000 to $3,000.

Bid by phone or email
anytime before the sale
closes. Ph. 510-479-1585.
Email sdowney3@aol.com.

my Aug 1997 ANA sale, MB 20, lot 100 - from the Floyd
Farley collection as a raw AU. Farley picked it up in B &
M’s Oct. 1991 Frontenac Sale, lot 1203. Farley’s insert
accompanies the lot, noting his purchase at the B&M
Sale. Est. $1,000 to $1,250.
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when he published his 1st Edition in 1967.
John Cobb discovered the variety a year or
two earlier and considered the “Moonbreak”
1817 his “greatest find.” [Cobb and Overton
were in a race to publish their tomes until
Cobb abruptly abandoned his research and
sold his collection to Steve Markoff. Markoff,
in turn, offered selections to Overton,
including Cobb’s “1817 12-J.”] By 1970,
when Overton published his 2nd Edition, Sam
Nolt, BHNC #4 had uncovered a 2nd example,
later passing it to Dr. Gerald Schertz. In 1977
Don Gunnet, BHNC #13, found a third
example and offered it to Charlton Meyer, Jr.
(who already owned the 1817/4 plated on the
covers of the 3rd, 4th and 5th editions of the
Overton/Parsley standard reference work.)
We are uncertain when Stewart P. Witham,
BHNC #1, acquired his example, the coin here
offered.
Witham surreptitiously sold his
formidable collection in 1983. The Witham
coin did not surface until portions of his
collection were consigned to Heritage for its
Boston ANA Convention sale.
Keith
Davignon was the winning bidder. The coin
was then housed in a PCGS Genuine holder,
coded for “questionable toning.”
Keith
relieved the coin from its plastic tomb, stored
it in kraft paper for awhile and sent it off to
PCGS for reconsideration. Voila (!) an
unqualified grade of AU 50 with the PCGS
label proclaiming the Witham provenance.
There should be no complaints. Light friction
caresses the high points while luster rolls
through the semi-prooflike fields. The coin
features a light to medium antique grey patina
with rose highlights and iridescence. In this
late die state the dies were warped and heavily
cracked, yielding coins that are unevenly
struck (note weakness in the right wing).
Might the coin have been double-struck? I see
an arc of dentils through the olive leaves and
UNITED. Another shadow grouping occurs
between the rim and outer points of stars 1-5.
Now, 50 years after Cobb’s “great discovery,”
there are only 20 or so pieces known in all
grades. An unusually high percentage are XF
or better. PCGS graded the Gunnet-MeyerLink and the Eliasberg-Prouty-Friedman
examples AU 58. The Nolt/Schertz coin is
AU 55. Irv Kalter had an attractive, lightly
cleaned example that he sold to Elton Dosier
after Elton picked up his 1817/4. One ought
not waiver in his or her quest for this, the most
important coin in the sale. Witham’s green paper

17. 1814 O.107 R.2 PCGS AU 58.
Fully
brilliant with raucous luster throughout. The
central devices are especially sharp. A light
planchet streak accents the left obverse field.
(Such “drift marks” were especially common
in the early days of the Mint.) From MB 21 April
1998 Lot 24, offered raw as “AU 55” with the comment
“Expect AU 58 from the slabbing services.” NGC in fact
graded it MS 61 before Davignon sent the coin to PCGS.
Est. $2,250 to $2,800.

18. 1817/3 O.101a R.2 PCGS AU 55. Full
cartwheel luster over lightly toned surfaces
that are virtually free of contact marks. The
strike is first rate for the issue, especially
when we consider this late state of the dies
that includes an undescribed break through
UNITED. Do not ignore the opportunity to
acquire this important coin. Do consult your
AMBPR to confirm the infrequency of auction
appearances for choice examples of the
1817/3. Ex Roger Solomon Collection, offered through
your cataloguer at the 2011 ANA Convention. Solomon
purchased it from Spokane Washington dealer Mark
Emtman Nov. 23, 2007 during the Baltimore Show. Est.
$4,250 to $5,250.

19. 1817 O.104a R.6 PCGS AU 50. Al Overton
“inadvertently” (his word) missed this die pair

envelope accompanies this lot. Est. $12,500 to $17,500.
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20. 1818/7 Lg.8 O.101a R.1 NGC MS 62. Ex
Robinson S. Brown, Jr. as noted on the NGC
label. Last appearing in MB 25, lot 12 June
2000, part of Don Parsley’s important
consignment to that sale. There described:
Brilliant with light russet toning at the peripheries.
Attractive surfaces with thin,
unbroken luster.
A flashy, eye-catching
overdate. A faint slide mark on the cheek
requires a loupe to uncover but strongly
suggests that the coin spent time in a Wayte
Raymond National Coin album, the nest that
Eric Newman selected for so many of his
recently offered bust half-dollars. Est. $2,500 to

22.

1819/8 Lg.9 O.102 R.2 AU 55 CAC. A blush
of golden toning graces the steel grey
surfaces. Unbroken luster befits the assigned
grade. A handsome piece. Acquired privately
from Maine dealer Norm Pullen in March 1989. Later
graded AU 58 by NGC. Est. $1,250 to $1,600.

$3,500.

23. 1819 O.110 R.3 PCGS AU 55 CAC. Album
toning blessed this early date with exceptional
eye appeal. The peripheries are aglow with
iridescent colors of the rainbow. Toning spots
above the eagle are a minor distraction and
probably account for the conservative grade.
A few contact marks and insignificant
hairlines deterred neither PCGS nor CAC
from a choice AU designation. Acquired
privately in April 2000. Removed from an NGC AU 58
capsule. Est. $1,000 to $1,250.

21. 1818 O.104a R.3 PCGS AU 58. Pastel blue
and rose blend with the natural silver-grey
patina. A saintly kraft envelope provided the
artistry. The surfaces are immaculate. The
luster is, perhaps, too thin to extract an UNC
designation from the grading services. There
are no marks worth mention. A light drift
mark (planchet impurity) crosses stars 8-12.
If you appreciate die breaks on your early
halves, this one has a doozy, from the date to
star 3. From Floyd Farley’s [BHNC #2] consignment to
MB Sale #24, Nov. 1999, lot 7 as a raw “AU 55,” later
submitted to and graded by NGC as MS 61. Farley stored
his coins in kraft paper envelopes. Est. $1,900 to $2,500.

24. 1820 Sm. Date, Curl Base 2 O.103 R.1
PCGS AU 53 (Old Green Holder). Highly
lustrous with a sparkling gold patina. A
thread of electric blue circles the obverse
dentils. No marks deserve mention. My
favorite year in the capped bust series is 1820.
The low mintage and exquisite portraiture are
irresistible enticements. Acquired during the 1994
ANA Convention in an AU 58 ANACS holder.
$1,000 to $1,500.
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Est.

25. 1821 O.103 R.2 PCGS AU 58. Intense luster
embraces golden hues that darken near the
rims. Liberty’s wispy curls are at their finest
during a renaissance (1820-25) of the
engraver’s art at the Philadelphia Mint. The
coin is virtually as struck 193 years ago. It is
a challenge to find any friction on the coin.
The few planchet spots may account for the
conservative grade. Removed from an NGC MS 62
holder after purchase in April 2000.
$2,500.

28. 1822 O.114 R.3 PCGS MS 62 CAC (Old
Green Holder).
Here is a connoisseur’s
coin. Very early die state without the usual
reverse die breaks. The delicate, slightly
prooflike surfaces are imbued with original
grey toning and undisturbed luster. Hints of
gold flatter Ms. Liberty and beguile the eye. I
note a light disturbance in the reverse field
alongside the left wing. It will not disturb
your pride of ownership. From Alpine Numismatics

Est. $1,800 to

in Feb. 2002. Est. $2,250 to $2,750.

26. 1821 O.106 R.1 PCGS AU 55 CAC. Rich
album toning features an iridescent ring of
turquoise through the stars and legend. The
centers are lightly toned in shades of rose and
amber. The surfaces and luster are acceptable
while confirming short term entry in
circulation. Never ignore a high grade 1821 is
a mantra to file away. Purchased in Oct. 1997 from

29. 1823 Broken 3 O.101 R.3 PCGS AU 53.
The obverse is deeply toned, reminding the
viewer of late night embers in a summer
campfire. The reverse is pale gold with
distinct prooflike qualities. The surfaces are
without distractions. Here is the variety that
tries the patience of so many registry set
collectors, Red Book and die variety alike.
There will be competition! From MB Sale #7,

J.J. Teaparty. Est. $1,100 to $1,500.

August 1992 lot 7 as a raw “AU.”
$3,000.

Est. $2,100 to

The sale closes Wednesday
August 6, 2014 at 6:00 PM
CDT. Mark your calendar
now!

27. 1822 O.105 R.3 PCGS AU 55 CAC. Blazing
luster emerges from the untoned, unblemished
surfaces. This is a wonderful coin for date or
type collectors. Acquired raw from Julian Leidman
during the 1993 ANA Convention. Est. $1,100 to $1,300.
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as usual, sees it a half grade lower. The `23109 remains a great rarity. The DavignonMeyer provenance is a nice plus.
Bid
accordingly. Swampy passed away in September
2006. I had the honor of selling his collection in 2008.
His #1 CC PCGS MS 64 1823 O.109 now resides in an
advanced Oregon collection. Est. $3,500 to $4,500.

30. 1823 O.104 R.3 PCGS AU 58 CAC. The
glow of sunset envelops the stars and legend.
Luster rolls through the lightly toned fields
with but a hint of disturbance. A bold double
profile, reasonably common on this date, adds
character. An eye appealing coin for all who
enjoy the capped bust series. From Harry
Laibstain during the March 2013 Baltimore Show. Est.
$1,500 to $2,000.

32. 1823 O.111a R.2 PCGS AU 58. Blazing
luster dances from the depths of this “pure
white” coin. The surfaces are lovely, the
strike crisp. A trace of friction on the cheek;
the reverse is UNC. Ex John Crowley; acquired at
my Aug. 2001 offering of his nearly complete die variety
collection. Est. $1,250 to $1,550.

31. 1823 O.109 R.5+ PCGS XF 40. Ex Charlton
E. Meyer, Jr. Last offered in MB 24, Nov.
1999, lot 124. There described: Sometime
between 1967 and 1971 Stewart P. Witham
tapped Al Overton on the shoulder and told
him of this exceedingly rare variety. Overton
had missed it in his 1967 1st edition. John
Cobb also missed the die pair during his race
to publication with Overton. Earlier this year
[1999] a Gem example appeared in a Stack’s
auction, replacing the Overton Plate Coin
(NGC MS 62) as no. 1 in the Condition
Census. Our consignor, Charlton E. “Swampy” Meyer, Jr., could not resist the
opportunity! Swampy, you will recall, is the
only collector to assemble ALL of the regular
issue capped bust half-dollar die varieties –
450 of `em, plus a ton of sub-varieties.
Having gathered in the best of the limited
population of `23-109’s he mercifully released
the coin here offered. The coin is light grey,
bearing evidence of a wiping that predated
Swampy’s acquisition in the 1970’s. Faint
luster survives in protected areas, notably the
legend. There are a few light toning spots, but
no significant marks or abrasions. Davignon
won the coin, catalogued as a raw XF 40, and
sent if off to NGC: came back XF 45. PCGS,

33. 1824 O.112 R.4 PCGS AU 55 CAC. The
`24-112 is available in middle grades. An
honest AU example is a prize for advanced
collectors. This exciting coin fills the bill as it
approaches Condition Census status. It is
untoned with extravagant luster, obverse and
reverse. The strike is excellent. The obverse
fields exhibit a hint of busyness; the reverse
grades somewhere between 58 and 62. From
your cataloguer at the 1994 ANA Convention; later
encapsulated by NGC as AU 58. The NGC label
accompanies. Est. $1,050 to $1,450.

The buyer’s fee in this sale
is 10% of the hammer price
– NOT 15% or 17.5% or
higher!
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34.

1825 O.110 R.2 PCGS AU 58 CAC. Pastel
shades of aqua, turquoise and gold intermingle
on the smooth surfaces. Adequate but not
bold luster swirls beneath the toning. I note
slight doubling at the profile and left-hand
stars. Here is a coin for you color enthusiasts.

37. 1825 O.117 R.4 PCGS AU 55. A marvelous
example of this scarce die pair. With great
color and semi-prooflike surfaces this little
pearl is more than a match for the pleasing
PCGS AU 55 offered by Heritage in its Sept.
2012 Long Beach Sale (lot 8396 @ $1,998).
From John Crowley’s die variety set sold by your
cataloguer at the 2001 ANA Convention (as NGC AU
58). Est. $1,400 to $2,000.

From J.J. Teaparty, March 1999. Est. $900 to $1,300.

35. 1825 O.113 R.1 PCGS AU 58. Ex Gehring
Prouty. A paradigm for the grade: strong eye
appeal, full luster, nice peripheral toning,
sharply struck with just a trace of friction on
the obverse portrait. Technically a point
higher in grade than the preceding lot.

38. 1826 O.102 R.1 PCGS AU 58 CAC. A
winsome coin with enticing peripheral toning.
For students of the series the strike will raise
an eyebrow: it is unusually sharp for this die
pair. (The obverse die outlived its mate and
when paired with a new reverse yielded the
rare 1826 O.103.)
Purchased from Alpine

Purchased at the 2000 ANA Convention when I offered
selections from the now legendary collection of Gehring
Prouty. Est. $1,250 to $1,500.

Numismatics in February 2002. Est. $1,150 to $1,350.

36. 1825 O.115 R.3 PCGS AU 58. Here is a 58
with the sort of cakey luster seen on choice
uncirculated bust halves. It takes imagination
to find any friction on Liberty’s cheek. We
may be confident that the coin never saw
circulation. The satiny centers are untoned,
the peripheries with wisps of very light
charcoal. Late die state, lacking the oft seen
“bar” at the 1 of the date. Ex “Pennsylvania

39. 1826 O.111a R.2 PCGS AU 58. Another
“white blazer,” this with a blush of gold
through the stars. Most stars, through drawn
to the rim, display center points. The devices
are sharp. Intermediate die state, lacking the
reverse die crack.
Ex Brad Higgins
Collection, offered by your cataloguer at the
2005 ANA Convention in San Francisco. Est.

Collection,” offered by your cataloguer at the 2002 ANA
Convention. Est. $1,000 to $1,350.

$1,050 to $1,350.
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40. 1826 O.112a R.2 PCGS AU 58. Ex Elton
Dosier. Pastel gold predominates. A thread
of blue iridescence circles the obverse dentils.
Full cartwheel luster in the fields is expected
of this lofty grade. No disappointment here.
A colorful coin in the grade so many
collectors now seek. Where’s the wear?!
This is Elton Dosier’s set piece, offered as a raw “UNC”

42. 1827 O.106 R.2 PCGS AU 58. Lot 170 from

“The Napa Valley Consignment” to MB 28,
June 2003, then in an NGC AU 58 capsule. I
offered this brief description: “Scintillating
luster is the phrase that comes to mind.
Liberty’s curls are razor sharp. Very light
toning. Good eye appeal.” Davignon, the
winning bidder, agreed. You will too! Est.

in MB 21, April 1998, lot 264. Dosier acquired the coin
in Feb. 1970 from Mike Cotta, then in San Mateo and
now in Oregon. Dosier, an icon to his BHNC club-mates
(and your cataloguer’s primary mentor), singled out Cotta
as “a dealer who does not overgrade his bust halves.”
Est. $1,250 to $1,550.

$1,000 to $1,350.

43. 1827 O.116 R.4+ PCGS MS 62 CAC. This

is a beautifully toned RARE die variety,
firmly ensconced in the Condition Census. A
golden patina blankets the coin, flanked by
green and turquoise iridescence through the
stars and legend. Just what the doctor ordered
for those who prefer colorful coins. The luster
is without a trace of disturbance. Allow me to
2nd the CAC conclusion that the coin is “high
end” for the grade. Heritage offered a near
gem [PCGS MS 64] O.116 in its sale of
August 2012. The Heifetz coin from 1989
found its way into a PCGS MS 63 holder,
appearing in Heritage’s May 2008 sale (at
$6,900). It is tied with the PCGS MS 63
Meyer coin (for which I have a special
fondness, having cherried it at the 1989 ANA
Convention). The current offering will give
the two “63’s” a run for their money. Davignon

41. 1827/6 O.101 R.2 PCGS MS 62. If you have
been collecting for a few years you recall my
April 2008 private sale of Tom Palmer’s
mind-boggling Red Book set of capped bust
halves. If you have been chasing the busties
since the 1980s you may
recall an
unprecedented offering of capped bust halves
at Bowers & Merena’s June 1987 First Nat’l
Bank of Denver Sale,. Elton Dosier and I
commissioned our pal Henry Hilgard to attend
and bid at the sale. Henry returned with a raft
of coins. We only wished that he had brought
home more. High grade coins abounded,
including several rare die marriages. This
1827/6 was lot 321 in the Sale. Tom Palmer
could not resist. The coin is awash with luster
and original amber, gold and turquoise toning.
Minor signs of contact must have deterred
PCGS from a higher grade. No matter. The
coin will speak for itself to those who preview
it. Your competition will come from those
who have done so.
Consider this fair
warning! Est. $3,000 to $4,000.

uncovered this piece in an ANACS MS 62 holder on an
eBay auction in September 2003. Nice find! Est. $3,000
to $5,000.
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flashy coin worthy of admission to an
advanced die variety set. From the Schendel
Collection, via consignment to Alpine Numismatics in
July 2001. Est. $1,400 to $1,700.

44. 1827 Sq. Base 2 O.126 R.2 PCGS AU 58.
Untoned with blinding luster. Don your
shades before preview! A whisper of friction
on the cheek. The reverse is UNC. The faint
streak across the eagle’s neck is from an
imperfection in the planchet, elongated by the
rolling machine used to prepare planchet
strips. From J.J. Teaparty, March 1999. Est. $900 to

47. 1827 Sq. Base 2 O.141 R.3 PCGS AU 58
CAC.
Halos of iridescent toning again
inveigle our senses, drawing us to closer
examination. Luster crosses the fields with
the same intensity it displays between stars, a
sure sign that the coin failed in its aspiration
to enter commerce. I find no blemishes.
Whatever friction PCGS identified seems
ephemeral. On another day this coin might
have garnered an UNC designation. From Coin

$1,200.

Rarities Online during the 2010 Boston ANA.
$1,050 to $1,400.

45. 1827 Sq. Base 2 O.132 R.3 PCGS MS 62.
Once again the toning will capture you. There
is deep iridescence around the stars and
legend, fading to joyous gold and gunmetal
grey in the centers. The luster is a tad
subdued though perfectly acceptable for the
assigned grade. The few contact marks are
hidden by the toning. A Jan. 2007 FUN Show

Est.

48. 1827 Curl Base 2 O.146 R.2 PCGS AU 58.
Ex Jules Reiver. Superb surfaces lie beneath
the pale gold and grey toning. Attractive
iridescence highlights the left side peripheries.
Just two of 49 die pairs from 1827 feature the
curl base 2. This example is nicely impressed
and long on eye appeal, not to mention its
distinguished provenance. From Heritage’s Jan.

purchase from Premium Numismatics, then headed by
current PCGS president Don Willis. Est. $1,800 to
$2,400.

2006 sale of Jules Reiver’s remarkable collection, lot
23059 as NGC AU 58. Sadly, the bulk of Reiver’s coins
were optimistically graded by NGC and sold to dealers.
Here is a nice exception. Reiver’s envelope accompanies
the lot. Est. $1,500 to $2,000.

46. 1827 Sq. Base 2 O.139 R.4- PCGS AU 58.
Untoned. Dipped to be sure but never cleaned
as the fields are free of hairlines. This scarce
die pair always comes with drawn stars and a
degree of flatness on the obverse (2nd use of
the die). The reverse is sharply struck,
confirming its first use and marriage. A
11

49.

the rarity rating. This die pair is just slightly
more available than the preceding O.106. My
last high grade offering was 5 years ago, a
PCGS AU 58 that brought $2,444 in MB 34.
PCGS leaves the AU 55 grade unpriced in its
Price Guide. This example features brilliant
centers surrounded by deep iridescent toning.
The surfaces are exceptionally smooth, the
luster more than adequate for the grade. Do
not hesitate to reach for this lot. It may be a
long while before a comparable example
appears. From Stack’s Jan. 2007 FUN Auction, lot

1828 Sq. 2, Sm. 8s, Lg. Lets. O.104 R.3
PCGS AU 58 CAC. Brilliant and untoned.
The central devices sharply struck. Booming
luster throughout. A whisper of friction, if
any, on the cheek. Nowhere else. The
surfaces are immaculate. From Alpine Numismatics

653. Est. $1,500 to $2,500.

Aug. 2003 as NGC MS 61. The NGC label accompanies
the lot. Est. $1,400 to $1,800.

52. 1828 Sq. 2, Sm. 8’s, Lg. Lets. O.112 R.3
PCGS MS 62. Intense luster is the calling
card for this eye-catching specimen. Liberty’s
portrait and nearby fields are surrounded by a
lovely ring of copper toning. The reverse is
untoned with the “flash” usually reserved for
choice and select uncirculated coins. All
reverse devices are fully struck.
Note,
especially the wing feathers and talons.
Liberty’s curls are exquisite, including those
over and behind her ear. The surfaces are
smooth as glass, virtually devoid of contact
marks. From Legend Numismatics during the 2003

50. 1828 Curl Base 2 with Knob O.106 R.4+
PCGS AU 55 CAC. Although 3 or 4 UNCS
are known I’ve yet to encounter a PCGS AU
58 example of this rare die marriage. We
must go back to the August 2001 sale of John
Crowley’s set to find a PCGS AU 55 (lot 12
of my Selected Rarities Sale @ $2,745). Don
Frederick’s PCGS AU 50 brought $2,760 in
April 2010. The Davignon coin is the epitome
of “grey dirt,” a quaint term invented by Floyd
Farley to describe a thoroughly original bust
half with a protective crust of grey toning.
The underlying luster is unbroken and only
slightly subdued. The strike is first rate.

ANA Convention.

Acquired from your cataloguer at the Baltimore Show in
Nov. 2009, having just been plucked from a Dansco
album date and Red Book Set. This is its inaugural
auction appearance. Est. $2,500 to $3,500.

Est. $1,800 to $2,400.

Whenever possible your
winning bids will be
automatically reduced to
10% over the underbid.

51. 1828 Sq. 2, Sm. 8’s, Lg. Lets. O.111 R.4
PCGS AU 55. I’m tempted to add a “+” to
12

56. 1829 O.106 R.5- PCGS AU 58. Ex Gehring
Prouty-Jeff Oertel-Brad Higgins. One of the
4 or 5 most important coins in the sale. High
grade R.5’s are caviar to the collector.
Prooflike examples graduate to peacock’s
tongues! Last appearing (raw) in MB 31 at
the July 2005 ANA Convention in San
Francisco, lot 74. It appeared earlier in my
July 2003 auction of Jeff Oertel’s Selected
Rarities Sales, lot 18. There described:
Another “Prouty” coin. Gehring specialized
in high rarity coins in high grade. This
Condition Census example is untoned with
dazzling luster. The strike is otherworldly for
the marriage. The reverse has the detail of a
proof striking. The obverse, used earlier on
the O.105, is as good as it gets. Stray
hairlines are overpowered by the pizzazz and
eye appeal of this remarkable coin. Don’t let
it escape! Prouty acquired the coin from your
cataloguer at the 1996 FUN Show. Oertel
purchased it at my 2000 ANA sale of the
Prouty Collection. Brad Higgins was the
winning bidder in the 2003 Oertel sale.

53. 1828 Sq. 2, Sm. 8’s, Lg. Lets. O.113 R.3
PCGS AU 58 CAC (Old Green Holder).
Antique grey and tan obverse toning with
iridescent colors through the stars. The
reverse is more vibrant with rose and aqua
highlights. I’m not sure where the wear is.
The coin falls in the nest of busties that we
like to call “AU 62.” From Bowers & Merena’s
March 2010 Baltimore Sale. Est. $950 to $1,250.

54. 1828 Sq. 2, Sm. 8’s, Lg. Lets. O.114a R.3
PCGS AU 55. Lovely peripheral toning, the
centers brilliant and untoned. Plenty of luster
for a choice AU coin, just minor contact
marks away from the next level. Strong eye
appeal for the grade. Intermediate die state
with the reverse cracks mentioned by Overton,
not the obverse. From Alpine Numismatics 2002.

Prouty’s personal insert with handwritten notes
accompanies the lot along with tags from the two
referenced auctions. Est. $2,500 and up. (This rare die
pair is unpriced in the current PCGS Price Guide.)

Est. $650 to $850.

57. 1829 O.109a R.4+ PCGS AU 50. The copper
and turquoise toning is alive with iridescence.
The less ostentatious reverse is painted in
similar hues. The lustrous fields argue for a
higher grade. Davignon writes: very underrated variety in AU or better; I searched many
years for a choice AU; finally got one at
Newman sale. From Dr. Charles Link (of PCGS

55. 1828 Sq. 2, Sm. 8’s, Lg. Lets O.120 R.1
PCGS AU 55. Creamy white luster with a
splash of gold on the reverse. Davignon’s
notes include, “Toughest R.1? premium 55 –
pushing 58.” From the Ralph Fox Collection via your
cataloguer Dec. 2001. Est. $650 to $850.

Registry Set fame) in June 2011, earlier in the collection
of Paul Bakke. Est. $650 to $950.
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O.103 and O.104. There is little, if any, wear
on the coin. (Davignon graded it MS 62.)
Cakey luster belies the grade. The grey toning
is natural, albeit a tad uneven, and flecked
with golden highlights. Far better eye appeal
than most of this die pair. A notch better than
the “PQ” De Olden PCGS AU 55 appearing in
MB 32, June 2006, lot 105 @$1,000. You
connoisseurs will enjoy the competition. From
your cataloguer as a raw UNC during the 2003 ANA
Convention. Est. $900 to $1,200.

58. 1829 Lg. Lets. Rev. O.110 R.2 PCGS MS 61
CAC.
A silver-grey crust coats this
uncirculated specimen. Undisturbed luster
rolls below. If asked for a bust half with
original toning offer this one. Struck from an
early state of the reverse die, before it
appeared on the earlier dated - but later struck
- 1828 O.118. It is a good guess that the 1828
O.118 was struck in early 1829. The earliest
and latest states of the shared reverse die
occur on the 1829 O.110, confirming a
“remarriage.” This is the only 1829 to feature
large letters in the legend. From the Charles De

61. 1830 O.110 “a” R.3/4? PCGS MS 63 CAC.
No longer listed as a distinct subvariety in
Parsley’s recent revision of Overton. The late
die state is hallmarked by a thin die break
running from below star 4 to star 7. Other
high grade specimens are known but the
Davignon coin may squeak into the Condition
Census. The thick, vibrant luster is what we
expect from a choice uncirculated coin. Very
light toning graces the original surfaces. You
will find no fault with the strike. Another
connoisseur’s coin. From Stack’s/Bowers March

Olden Collection, MB 32, lot 100, June 2006 as NGC MS
62. Est. $1,450 to $1,700.

2013 Baltimore Sale, lot 1412 @ $3,290. Est. $2,750 to
$3,500.

59. 1830 Small 0 O.101 R.2 PCGS AU 58 CAC.
Most likely an uncirculated bust half, given
demerits for the short drift mark in the left
field and a lightly toned fingerprint in the right
obverse field. Deep, unbroken luster befits
the grade. This is a dandy type coin, free of
striking weakness. From MB 19 Jan. 1997, lot 88.
Est. $950 to $1,250.

62. 1830 Small 0 O.115a R.2 PCGS AU 58.
Blazing luster over untoned smooth surfaces.
A thin hairline at star 2 is irrelevant. A
smidgen from UNC though many will prefer
that designation. From MB 24, Nov. 1999, lot 203 as
NGC MS 61 “No. 4 Condition Census.” Est. $900 to
$1,250.

60. 1830 Small 0 O.105 R.4 PCGS AU 55 CAC.
One of the “tough” R.4’s. Check your
AMBPR for confirmation.
Never given
respect by grading services because of the
worn obverse die, used earlier on the 1830
14

63. 1830 Medium 0 O.119 R.1 PCGS AU 58.
Light silver, hazy toning with gentle gold
iridescence at the rims. Full cartwheel luster.
Average strike. Acquired via private treaty at the

66. 1831 O.111 R.1 PCGS AU 55 CAC (Old
Green Holder). Here is a copy-cat to the
Newman coins offered this past November: a
rainbow of toning graces the peripheries
courtesy of a Wayte Raymond National Coin
Album. The centers are largely untoned.
Luster is complete though slightly subdued.
Minor signs of handling yield no marks worth
mention. A handsome coin! From Alpine

Nov. 2011 Baltimore Show. Est. $850 to $1,200.

Numismatics in March 1995. Est. $675 to $800.

64. 1830 Large 0 O.122 R.1 PCGS AU 58.
Brilliant, near blinding luster leaps from the
untoned surfaces. The immaculate surfaces
and nicely impressed centers make this a
candidate for a top flight date, Red Book or
type set. Preview this lot or your bid is likely
to be short of the mark. Located at the Bay State

67. 1831 O.112 R.3+ PCGS AU 58 CAC. Luster
rises from the depths on this regal coin. It has
the “look” of a 63 with friction on the cheek,
just what we like in our “58’s.” The flat, hard
surfaces are a marvel. From Alpine in Sept. 2003.

show “in the 1980’s.” Est. $950 to $1,350.

Est. $950 to $1,300.

Use the One-Lot-Only and
Maximum
Expenditure
options to enhance your
chances of winning those
coins you really want. Be
sure to read the Terms of
Sale before submitting your
bids.

65. 1831 O.105 R.3 PCGS AU 58. Were you
collecting bust halves in May 1977? If so you
remember Carl McClerg’s jaw dropping
consignment to Bowers & Ruddy’s “Getty
Sale.” There would be nothing like that sale
for years to come. Here is lot 992, an 1831
catalogued as “Uncirculated.” PCGS chose to
quibble, but not much. McClerg bought coins
that were high grade and pretty. The colorful,
raucous obverse toning caught his eye. The
winning bidder kept the coin for 34 years. I pried it out of
him in February 2011 and offered it in a fixed price list
issued in May that year. Davignon was the first to
pounce. Est. $1,000 to $1,400.

COMING NEXT – 1831 O.120 R.6!
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69. 1832 O.109 R.4+ PCGS AU 55 CAC. Last
appearing in MB 23, Feb. 1999, lot 136. I’d
yet to adopt current grading service standards
and catalogued the raw coin as AU 50,
describing it as follows: Strong cartwheel
luster gushes from the surfaces. Dipped but
not cleaned …. a few hairlines are from
handling or extremely short term circulation.
You will agree with CAC’s assessment that
the coin deserves its choice AU designation.

68. 1831 O.120 R.6 NGC AU 53. Ex Michael
Summers, Charles De Olden and Troy Nelson.
Last offered in Heritage’s Jan. 2011 sale of
Troy Nelson’s collection, lot 5555. Nelson
purchased it in June 2006 from MB 32, The
Charles De Olden Collection, where I
described lot 119 as follows. Here is a classic
rarity, one of just over 20 pieces known. I
suspect the coin was deeply toned, then
dipped.
Bits of irregular light charcoal
toning remain while hints of prooflike
surfaces survive in protected areas. The bulge
in the left obverse field is found on all known
specimens. It reflects a die injury that underlies the short life of the obverse die. The NGC
grade is generous; there is a fair amount of
friction on all high points.… Those chasing 5figure coins are sure to preview this lot.
Don’t be left out!
Nelson prevailed at
$14,521. De Olden had acquired the coin
privately from Michael Summers, a keen
student of the series and consummate cherrypicker. The die marriage was discovered by
Don Gunnet in 1970, a hair too late to include
in Al Overton’s 2nd Edition. Gunnet and Dr.
Ivan Leaman presented an authoritative study
of the emission order of Capped Bust HalfDollars during the ANS Coinage of Americas
Conference in 1987. They noted that the
reverse die of the 1831 O.120 was used also
on the 1831 O.107 and 1830 O.109. They
determined, surprisingly, that the first use was
on the 1831 O.120, then the 1830 O.109
(apparently struck in 1831) and, finally, the
1831 O.107. Parsley’s recent revision of the
Overton reference states that the “reverse was
first used in 1830, REV. I and again in 1831,
O.107.” Die-state and edge-die analysis seem
to support the Gunnet/Leaman proposal. Est.

We may fault Mike Summers and Brian Greer for the
demotion of this die pair from R.5 to R.4+. In the 1990s
they found a host of mid-grade examples. High grade
pieces remain quite scarce. Est. $850 to $1,100.

70. 1833 O.109 R.3 PCGS MS 60. Ex Gehring
Prouty. A remarkably wholesome coin for the
grade with terrific “flash” and eye appeal.
The strike is excellent! I’ve no clue why
PCGS awarded this little beauty the kiss-ofdeath grade. The luster is unimpaired; there is
no sign of cleaning; contact marks are few and
unremarkable. Prouty had a wonderful eye. It
did not fail him when he purchased this coin
at Bowers & Merena’s Nov. 1990 Chris
Schenkel Sale. From my Aug. 2000 ANA sale of the
Prouty Collection (then in an NGC MS 63 capsule). Est.
$1,100 to $1,500.

$10,000 to $15,000.
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71. 1833 O.112 R.2 PCGS AU 58 CAC. A
sweet coin. The lustrous surfaces are toned
with a beguiling blend of copper, rose and
pink, mimicking the glow of a Hawaiian
sunset. From Holsonbake Numismatics during the 2011

74. 1834 Sm. Date & Lets. O.113 R.1 PCGS AU
53. Untoned with extravagant luster for a
“53.” I expect this offering to enjoy a long
life in a new holder. The surfaces are smooth
and free of distractions.
Only the motto
shows weakness. Here is a PQ example of the
most common date in the capped bust series.

ANA Convention. Est. $850 to $1,250.

From a Stack’s auction in the 1980’s as “MS 60.” Est.
$475 to $675.

72. 1834 Lg. Date, Lg. Lets. O.103 R.2 PCGS
AU 55 CAC. Rich antique grey toning,
ablaze with gold, aqua and turquoise
iridescence. The bluntly impressed reverse is
typical of the die pair. For those who seek
colorful, original toning (who doesn’t?!) this
one is a prize. The PCGS label incorrectly reads “Sm.

75. 1834 Sm. Date & Lets. O.114 R.1 PCGS AU
58 CAC (Old Green Holder). Ex Gerald
Schertz and Roger Solomon. More intense
luster than the last, with a ring of golden
toning. Slight weakness in the motto, the
central devices sharply struck. Liberty’s curls
are as bold as any I can recall on this date.

Date, Small Letters.” From B&M’s June 2010 Baltimore
auction, lot 2286. Est. $600 to $900.

From my 2011 ANA Convention offering of the Roger
Solomon Collection. Earlier in the collection of Dr.
Gerald Schertz. Est. $800 to $1,200.

73. 1834 Lg. Date, Small Lets. O.107 R.1 PCGS
AU 58 CAC. Just a blush of pale gold toning
crosses this well struck beauty. The surfaces
are free of marks while exhibiting a whisper
of friction on Liberty’s cheek. From your

76. 1834 Sm. Date & Lets. O.117 R.2 PCGS AU
58 CAC. Deep, unbroken luster. One for
grey dirt enthusiasts. On this example the
original patina allows the luster to assert itself.

cataloguer in December 2001 as NGC MS 61. Est. $900
to $1,250.

From my June 2006 MB 32, lot 132, part of the De Olden
Collection. Est. $800 to $1,200.
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80. 1836 O.110 R.1 PCGS AU 58. I like
Davignon’s terse comment, “PCGS was a bit
harsh on this one.” Indeed! The watery
surfaces ooze luster. The strike is remarkable,
for both the date and the die pair. Only the
left hand stars are flat. And the toning, Oh
My! Scrumptious colors and iridescence
abound. I should think this coin would draw
envy from its mates in an MS 63 set. Preview
the lot or you are doomed! From the few but

77. 1834 Sm. Date & Lets. O.118 R.4 PCGS AU
58 CAC. One of the few scarce die pairs of
the year. A thread of gold toning through the
dentils frames the silver centers. Strong
luster, slightly busy in the obverse fields.
Three tiny dots above the date are common on
bust halves and thought to be from a tool used
to eject coins from the screw press. From the
Tom Palmer Collection, distributed during the April 2008
Central States Show. Est. $900 to $1,350.

glorious coins comprising the Pennsylvania Collection
offered at the 2002 ANA Convention in NYC. Then
encapsulated by NGC as MS 62. Est. $1,250 and up.

78. 1835 O.106 R.1 PCGS AU 58 CAC.
Brilliant and untoned with full, flashy luster.
If you have been looking for a first rate 1835
be assured you have company. The date is
significantly scarcer in high grade than others
from the 1830’s. You’ll find no fault with this
impressive example. From Numismatic Classics at

81. 1836 50/00 O.116 R.2 PCGS AU 55. Full,
frosty luster over untoned surfaces. Friction
confined to the cheek, breast and cap. Later
die state but with the left side of the
erroneously punched 0 readily seen alongside
the 5. A couple of stray hairlines in the left
obverse field may have prevented an AU 58
designation. This is an enormously popular
Red Book variety.
High grade pieces
invariably draw a bevy of suitors. Plan
accordingly. From Alpine Numismatics in the mid

the 2011 FUN Show. Est. $900 to $1,250.

1980’s. Davignon never located a better one. Est. $2,000
to $2,500.

79.

Preview lots in the comfort
of your home or office via
Federal Express or overnight
U.S Express Mail. Call for
details: 510-479-1585.

1835 O.110 R.2 PCGS AU 58. Light to
medium antique grey toning. Original! Signs
of contact or handling are miniscule. The coin
never saw circulation. The central devices are
crisp, especially the eagle’s talons. Davignon
comments, “much more difficult to find nice
than R.2 indicates.” From Heritage’s Oct. 2011
Pittsburgh Sale, lot 3791. Est. $950 to $1,350.
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look no further. Here is a paradigm: a
common date and common variety with all the
detail of an AU at one-third the price. From the
collection of Steve Nomura. Est. $2,000 to $2,500.

82. 1836 O.119 R.3 PCGS AU 58. A sweet coin
offered as a raw AU 58 in MB 27, May 2002
lot 83. There described: Even light grey
toning. Decent strike with typical weakness
around the claws. Good though not intense
luster, pleasing surfaces. Davignon shipped it
off to NGC where it graded AU 58, later
crossing it to its current PCGS holder. Est.

85. 1807 50/20 O.112 R.1 PCGS AU 55 CAC.
Rose iridescence over silky grey surfaces. I
give this one an “A” for eye appeal. Luster
was a problem in the inaugural year of the
capped bust series. Not here. The cartwheel
is strong and complete, obverse and reverse.
If we must quibble, the eagle’s head is weakly
struck, not unusual for an 1807. From the Steve

$850 to $1,100.

Nomura collection, acquired from your cataloguer awhile
back as NGC AU 58. The NGC label accompanies the
lot. Est. $3,800 to $4,750.

83. 1836 O.120 R.4- PCGS AU 58 CAC. The
surfaces are enveloped with an even grey
patina. Unbroken luster lies beneath. I find
no signs of wear, just stray handling marks
that are of little consequence. From J.J. Teaparty,
December 2007 as NGC MS 61. Est. $900 to $1,300.

86. 1808 O.110 R.5 PCGS Shield XF 40. From
the Dr. Charles Link Collection as noted on
the PCGS label. This was Floyd Farley’s set
piece, offered raw in Mail Bid Sale No. 25,
June 2000 where I graded the coin “XF 40+”
and described lot 104 as follows: Although the
die marriage [O.110 + O.110a] was demoted
to R.4+, the early die state remains R.5. Here
is an example with exceptional eye appeal.
The strong strike with crisp, well-defined stars
and dentils is enhanced by [the original
toning.] The pale grey centers exhibit a blush
of rose. There are minor marks around the
eagle’s head and some nearly invisible
hairlines.
Soft luster glows around the
devices. Purchased from John Ford of New
Netherlands Coin Co. in April 1972. Farley
carried the piece as “XF 45.” In short, a rare
and wonderful coin with a marvelous
provenance: Ford-Farley-Link. Est. $1,000 to

END OF PART 1

Part 2
Properties of Various Consignors
Lots 84 - 112

84. 1807 O.105 R.1 NGC XF 45 CAC. Original
antique grey toning bathes the wholesome
surfaces and nicely impressed devices. If you
seek an XF example of the draped bust type

$2,000.
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89. 1813 O.107a R.1 PCGS XF 45 CAC.
Intermediate die state with some but not all of
the die breaks Overton suggests for a 107a.
Antique, original “grey dirt” toning.
Left
wing weak as usual; the strike is otherwise
nicely balanced. Hints of luster survive in
protected areas. The consignor acquired the coin

87. 1809 III Edge O.109 R.3 PCGS Shield AU
50. From the Dr. Charles Link Collection as
noted on the PCGS label. This rare early die
state lacks the ubiquitous die break through
the upper left hand stars. Medium grey toning
fades to light charcoal at the rims. The
obverse is vaguely prooflike, attesting to the
early die state. Est. $1,100 to $1,500.

“raw” many years ago (as O.107) from a Bowers &
Merena fixed price list. Est. $425 to $575.

88. 1809 O.113a R.5 PCGS Shield XF 40. From
the Dr. Glenn Peterson Collection as noted on
the PCGS label. Last appearing in MB 28
June 2003, lot 199 where offered raw and
described as follows: This fairly high-grade
example has the standard reverse die breaks
and weak left wing. The rims are high, the
dentils complete and Liberty’s drapery is full.
I should have noted the natural grey toning
and soft luster. (I incorrectly suggested that
the coin had a scratch on the reverse. Oh dear,
NO! I mistook the bisecting die break as a
flaw. Mea culpa.) Five of fifteen 1809 die
pairs are rated R.5. Two are particularly rare:
the 101 and 113. An XF offering of either die
pair is cause for celebration as each is
virtually unheard of in AU. (See also lot 5
above, the XF Davignon 1809 O.101. No
UNCS are known of either die pair.) If you
seek a quality set of 1809’s do not miss this
opportunity. Est. $2,700 to $4,000.

90. 1814/3 O.101a R.2 PCGS VF 30. From the
Jules Reiver Collection as noted on the PCGS
label. Extremely late die state and of special
interest to students of the series. The heavy
die break below the date appears to have
reached its terminal stage, forming a cud at
the base of the 4 in the date. Natural grey
toning is lighter on the devices. Clash marks
abound. Lot 22721 in the Jan. 2006 Heritage Sale of
Reiver’s monumental collection, as NGC VF 30. Est.
$575 to $725.

Coming next – Choice AU
1814 Single Leaf from the
Nomura Collection!
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surfaces. The balanced strike is a plus.
Uncirculated early dates are scarce as hen’s
teeth. Don your bidding boots to capture this
one. Link acquired the coin in July 2008 during the
ANA Convention sale of Charlton Meyer Jr.’s collection.
Meyer purchased it from your cataloguer in November
1999, already encased in a PCGS MS 62 holder. Est.
$3,000 to $3,500.

91. 1814 Single Leaf O.105a R.4 PCGS AU 55
CAC.
This is a regal coin with smooth
surfaces, strong luster and ancient grey toning,
tinged with auburn. The eye appeal is first
rate. The top pair of leaves disintegrated to a
single leaf, a consequence of long term use of
the die and zealous lapping. Comparable in
quality to De Olden’s NGC AU 55, lot 147 of
MB 32, June 2006. Aside from the wondrous
uncirculated Meyer and Solomon specimens
there has been but one other choice AU or
better 1814 Single Leaf to appear at auction
over the past 6 or 7 years. Has your patience
worn thin? From the Steve Nomura Collection. Est.

94. 1818 O.115a R.4+ PCGS AU 50. From the
Dr. Charles Link Collection as noted on the
PCGS label. This is a killer R.4! I am
confident it owns a place in the Condition
Census for both the die marriage and the late
die state. The McClerg (Getty Sale) – Farley
– Meyer coin, PCGS AU 55, is nicer. The De
Olden NGC AU 55, early die state [Fabulous
44, Aug. 2006, lot 19], was in truth an XF
coin (as noted in the catalog). This coin
features a handsome crust of original grey
toning. Underlying luster is unbroken in the
fields and only lightly subdued. I find no
distractions whatsoever.
The charismatic
bisecting obverse die break is without rival in
the capped bust series. Last offered in Heritage’s

$2,750 to $4,000.

April 2010 sale of the Frederick Collection, lot 3003.
Frederick considered his early die state 1818 O.115 to be
a notch better. PCGS agreed, grading it AU 53. It had
more “flash” than the O.115a but I was not convinced that
it had any less wear. Est. $3,800 to $4,500.

92. 1814 E/A O.108a R.1 PCGS VF 35. A
sleeper in this sale. The modest grade belies
the allure of this key Red Book variety. The
surfaces, toning and eye appeal are first rate.
Enticing turquoise iridescence envelops the
legend while the centers enjoy a velvet
blanket of translucent mahogany. Last offered
in Heritage’s Philadelphia Sale, Aug. 2012, lot 8324 as
ANACS XF 40. Est. $600 to $750.

95. 1819/8 Large 9 O.102 R.2 PCGS AU 58
CAC.
The obverse enjoys a pair of
translucent swaths of iridescent toning. The
equally joyous reverse has a familiar circle of
album toning. Luster thrives on both sides.
The surfaces appear mark-free. From B & M’s
legendary First Nat’l Bank of Denver Sale, June 1987 (see
lot 41 above). Est. $2,000 to $2,750.

93. 1817 O.113 R.2 PCGS Shield MS 62. From
the Dr. Charles Link Collection as noted on
the PCGS label. Copper, gold and grey blend
in an eye catching mélange atop the lustrous
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since acquired a light golden patina.
Smythe’s Dec. 2005 Baltimore sale.
$3,000.

96. 1819 O.107 R.4 PCGS AU 58 CAC. The
obverse is fully prooflike or nearly so. The
reverse retains hints of prooflike surfaces.
The strike is excellent with some weakness, as
usual, at E PL of the motto. Light silver toning
throughout with a blush of gold through the
legend. Acquired Dec. 2003 from your cataloguer in an

99.

NGC MS 62 capsule. The NGC label accompanies the
lot. Est. $2,250 to $3,250.

From
Est. $2,000 to

1822 O.113 R.3 PCGS MS 62.
The
submitter of this coin, I’ll venture, came away
disappointed. He or she expected a 63
designation – and probably deserved it. I
rather like Heritage’s terse description when if
last appeared in its June 2013 Long Beach
auction, lot 3443: Butter-gold borders
encompass stone-gray fields and devices. A
lustrous and intricately impressed half dollar.
No marks are remotely of notice and the eye
appeal is superior for the grade. Amen! The
coin brought $3,525, a testament to its “PQ”
status. Allow me to further extol the strike.
Liberty’s curls and the eagle’s talons are sharp
enough to use in your razor! Est. $2,750 to
$3,500.

97. 1822 O.104 R.3 PCGS AU 58 CAC. From
the same consignor as the previous lot. This
time the reverse is fully prooflike or nearly so.
The obverse displays mint frost with smidgens
of reflectivity. Both sides are encased in deep
golden toning, the sort one sees when
unwrapping a coin stored in tissue paper for
several decades. Lovely! From Stack’s Oct. 2002
sale of the David Queller Collection, lot 196 as “Brilliant
Uncirculated prooflike.” Tag accompanies. Earlier in
Stack’s Sept. 1999 sale, lot 696. Est. $2,000 to $3,000.

100. 1825 O.113 R.1 PCGS AU 53. Struck 3%
off-center and so noted on an earlier PCGS
label that accompanies the lot. Semi-prooflike
surfaces, obverse and reverse. From the
consignor of lots 96-98.
Charcoal grey
toning, lighter through the centers. Only mild
disturbances in the fields. Very sharp strike.
From noted error dealer Fred Weinberg, January 2003.
Est. $400 to $600.

98.

Still need a copy of
Overton’s
5th
edition,
released this year? Order a
copy now by phone or email.

1822 O.109 R.2 PCGS AU 58. A third
offering from the same consignor. And, yes, a
third early half-dollar with prooflike surfaces.
The obverse and reverse of this spectacular
coin are fully reflective. A few signs of
handling, accented by the delicate surfaces,
prevent an UNC designation. This example
was probably dipped 60 years ago. It has
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said, an AU R.5 die marriage is caviar to the
collector. Caviar is never cheap, especially
when eye appeal is a bonus. Acquired privately
from Dr. Peterson’s (and my) early mentor Michael
Summers. Est. $1,500 to $3,000.

101. 1826 O.110 R.2 PCGS Shield AU 58. From
the Dr. Charles Link Collection as noted on
the PCGS label. Creamy steel-grey toning
throughout with a halo of golden iridescence
through the stars and across much of the
reverse. Well struck, perfectly centered and
immaculate surfaces yield an impressive
example of the year. Est. $1,100 to $1,350.

104. 1827 Sq. Base 2 O.133 R.4 PCGS AU 58. A
scarce die pair. Soft luster under a shroud of
even auburn toning. The strike is exceptional.
Virtually no wear, leaving one to wonder why
the luster is not exuberant. Not as flashy as
the PCGS AU 58 from Davignon’s set this
past January, MB 38 lot 66 (@ $3,394), but
worth a premium over common varieties. Est.
$1,100 to $1,700.

102. 1827 Sq. Base 2 O.108a R.4 PCGS Shield
AU 58. Light silver toning, obverse and
reverse with a faint toning streak through the
right wing, much accentuated in the photo.
The obverse features distinct prooflike fields
with mild disturbances. Weakness is confined
to the drapery lines. Liberty’s curls are
especially sharp. The reverse die also appears on the

105. 1828 Curl Base 2 with Knob O.107 R.2 AU
58 Prooflike. A fabulous example of this
scarce and important Red Book variety. It has
rested in the consignor’s collection since he
picked it up in my sale of duplicates from the
Overton/Parsley Collection, Mail Bid Sale
No.5, August 1991 (lot 123). The surfaces are
fully prooflike with Ms. Liberty in partial
cameo. There are traces of friction across the
portrait and minor disturbances in the delicate
obverse fields. PCGS returned the coin last
month, suggesting it was cleaned. Well, may
I rebut that notion with a simple “Hogwash!”
Prooflike coins are notorious for accentuating
any sign of handling. The coin is brilliant
and untoned. We may be certain that it was
dipped some decades back; but never has it
been cleaned. Please preview the lot. You’ll
find that I’m not dreaming. Est. $1,500 to $2,500.

1828 O.101 in both an early and late die state. This tells
us that a remarriage occurred and some of the 1827’s
were coined in 1828. Est. $1,100 to $1,500.

103. 1827 O.123 R.5- PCGS Shield AU 50. From
the Dr. Glenn Peterson Collection as noted on
the PCGS label. A lustrous, colorful example
of this rare die pair. Turquoise and rose are
the predominate hues.
The grade is
conservative, reflecting the soft obverse
impression from a die in its 3rd use (after 1827
O.121 and 122). The lovely toning is more
than adequate compensation. As I’ve often
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108. 1831 O.111 R.1 PCGS AU 58 CAC. Under
direct light a flood of colors greets the eye.
The impact is irresistible, offering a welcome
diversion from the drawn stars and weak rims
that hallmark later states of this common die
marriage. The satiny surfaces are another
plus. Est. $850 to $1,250.

106. 1828 Sq. Base 2, Large 8’s O.109 R.3 PCGS
MS 63.
Brilliant and untoned with
immaculate surfaces and blasting luster. Fully
struck to boot. We know of 23 die pairs in
1828. Only two, the O.108 and O.109, have a
square base 2 and large 8’s. If you seek a
choice example for your registry or Red Book
set here is a nice opportunity. The coin is
essentially “as struck,” with great eye appeal.
Est. $2,300 to $3,000.

109. 1832 Dash Date O.112 R.3 PCGS MS 63. A
majestic, original coin that slips into the
Condition Census. Cakey luster roils under a
patina of grey dirt. Hints of prooflike surfaces
lie beneath the toning. The dash left of the
date is short and crisp, a telling sign that the
coin was struck not long after the R.7 1832
O.123 proofs that utilized the same obverse
die. From the Steve Nomura Collection. Est. $2,500 to

107. 1828 Sq. Base 2, Sm.8, Lg. Lets. O.114 R.3
PCGS MS 62 CAC. Another crisply struck,
fully prooflike specimen. Last appearing in
MB 32 June 2006, lot 93, where I remarked:
Silver-grey toning with hints of copper
through the stars. The mirror-like surfaces
accentuate a modicum of stray hairlines. The
winner, of course, was our consignor of lots
96-98, 100 and the upcoming lot 111, all with
prooflike surfaces. The coin was then in an
NGC MS 62 capsule (NGC tag accompanies).
This exciting piece is making its 3rd
appearance in my mail bid auctions. The first
was in Oct. 1998 (lot 260) where it was
encased in an ANACS MS 61 holder, a
suspect grade I opined, given its strike,
prooflike surfaces and eye appeal. Nice to
know that NGC, PCGS and CAC agree with
that assessment! Est. $2,000 to $2,500.

$3,230.

View Lance Keigwin’s
photos of every coin in the
sale: www.sheridanscoins.com
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112. 1836 50/00 O.116 R.2 PCGS XF 40 CAC.
Another repeat performer. This one from MB
Sale No. 26, April 2001, lot 176. Offered raw
as XF 40 I remarked: Soft luster permeates the
devices and fields. The die punch error is
unusually strong on this early die state. Even
light grey toning. There are no distractions
on this popular Red Book coin. Est. $400 to

110. 1832 No Tail Feathers O.120a R.3 PCGS
AU 55. The terminal die state designated by
some as O.120b and rated R.7. All die cracks
noted by Overton are in evidence. The
horizontal obverse crack completely bisects
the coin and displays a chip in the section
between stars 3-4 and Liberty’s chin. The
coin is lovely. It is richly toned in hues of
antique grey. There are no luster breaks in the
fields.
Here is another coin for the
connoisseur. Recently crossed from an NGC AU 58

$575.

holder. The NGC tag accompanies the lot. Est. $1,000 to
$1,500.

END OF SALE
Thanks for participating in
the sale. Good Luck to all!

111. 1835 O.105 R.1 PCGS MS 62 CAC. Fully
prooflike, including the central devices. The
light gold toning is occasionally uneven.
Slight striking weakness at the drapery lines
and motto. Overall, of course, the coin is
spectacular. The mirror surfaces are candy to
our eyes. My estimates on these prooflike
specimens
may
be
better
termed
“guesstimates.” Acquired by the consignor Oct. 5,
2003 from Numismatic Rarities, having appeared earlier
in Stack’s Jan. 2002 Americana Sale, lot 1427; auction
tag accompanies. Est. $2,000 to $2,500.
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